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GEO: an intergovernmental 
body that promotes open 

Earth Observation data 
availability, access and use 



Observations in, on and  
around the Earth 

NASA image by Jeff Schmaltz, LANCE/EOSDIS Rapid Response 



104 National Governments 



106 Participating Organisations 



Societal Benefit Areas 



 
. 

Before Open Data Policy:  53 scenes/day  

 

After Open Data Policy:   5,700 scenes/day 
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Annual Economic Benefit 
 

USA                 $1.70 B 
International  $400 M 
 
Global Total     $2.1 B 



Commitment to use EO for policy 

Ministerial Declaration , GEO Plenary XII, Mexico City, 2015 

“Affirm that GEO and its Earth observations and information will support 

the implementation of, inter alia, the 2030 Global Goals for Sustainable 

Development, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 

2015-2030, the United Nations System of Environmental and 

Economic Accounts, and the United Nations Framework Convention 

on Climate Change.” 



The Sendai Framework includes language recognizing 

that Earth observations have a clear role in Disaster Risk 

Reduction. GEO’s Data Access for Risk Management 

(GEO DARMA) is building a framework for the 

integration of Earth observation technologies into 

Disaster Risk Reduction. 

 

The GEO community is working closely with UNISDR on 

the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction 

(GPDRR) and with UNECE/UNESCAP on Disaster 

Statistics and Geospatial Information.   
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Disaster Resilience (Sendai Framework) 





Climate Change (Paris Agreement) 



• GEO working closely with UN-
GGIM, notably through the 
Working Group on Geospatial 
Information (WGGI) under the 
Inter Agency Expert Group (IAEG) 
of UN Statistics Division; 

• GEO initiative in service of 
Agenda 2030 – EO4SDGs; 

• GEO is an EO Anchor Partner for 
the Global Partnership for 
Sustainable Development Data 
(GPSDD).  

UN Agenda 2030 (Sustainable Development) 



Earth Observations:  
Goals, Targets and 
Indicators 

Alignment of the 
SDGs with specific 
types of Earth 
observation and 
geospatial 
information 
“products”. 



GEO is instrumental in integrating use of 
Earth observation data into the 
methodology of measuring and 
achieving Sustainable Development Goal 
Indicators.  
 
This brochure gives graphic illustration 
of the types of EO data sets and images 
available which means decision-makers 
can not only use data to identify the 
status they need to report, they can 
visualize the solution, too.  

EO case studies: Agenda 2030 

https://www.earthobservations.org/documents/publica
tions/201703_geo_eo_for_2030_agenda.pdf  

https://www.earthobservations.org/documents/publications/201703_geo_eo_for_2030_agenda.pdf
https://www.earthobservations.org/documents/publications/201703_geo_eo_for_2030_agenda.pdf
https://www.earthobservations.org/documents/publications/201703_geo_eo_for_2030_agenda.pdf


Decision tree on usage of EO data  
for National Statistical Organisations 

 
  

https://www.earthobservations.org/documents/publications/201703_geo_eo_fo
r_2030_agenda.pdf P30 

https://www.earthobservations.org/documents/publications/201703_geo_eo_for_2030_agenda.pdf
https://www.earthobservations.org/documents/publications/201703_geo_eo_for_2030_agenda.pdf
https://www.earthobservations.org/documents/publications/201703_geo_eo_for_2030_agenda.pdf


USE OF SATELLITE IMAGES TO CALCULATE STATISTICS ON  
LAND COVER AND LAND USE: PILOT PROJECT REPORT  
FROM DANE (National Statistics Office of Colombia)  
   
 

 

 

Integration of EO & 
statistical data to 
report on SDGs 
[Indicator 68: Ratio of 
land consumption & 
population growth 
rates] 





 





Thematic Areas 

Adaptation to 
Climate 

Change (ACC) 

Improved 
Food Security 

– Water 
Extremes 

Management 
(IFS) 

Access to 
Raw 

Materials 
(ARM) 

Access to 
Energy 
(SENSE) 

 
 



 

Commercial sector focus  
and launch of revised GEOSS Portal 



 

Access, visualise and download data  
from the GEOSS Portal www.geoportal.org  

http://www.geoportal.org


GEOSS Common Infrastructure (GCI) 



GCI Partners 



GCI for Water - Virtual Seminar 
29 March 2017 14.00 – 16.00 Geneva Time (CET) 
 

 Presentation of Flagships and Initiatives under the Water SBA  
 Toshio Koike – DIAS (Data Integration and Analysis System) 
 Will Pozzi - GDIS (Global Drought Information System) 
 Angelica Gutierrez, GEOGLOWS (GEO Global Water 

Sustainability) 
 Steven Greb – Aquawatch (GEO Water Quality Community of 

Practice)  
 Hannele Savela – GEOCRI (GEO Cold Region Initiative) 

 
GCI for Agriculture -Virtual Seminar 
GCI for Biodiversity - Virtual Seminar 
GCI for Climate - Virtual Seminar etc etc 
 
 

GCI for Water 
  





For more information: 

www.earthobservations.org  

www.geoportal.org  
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