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Intorduction

The wuse and applicability of

geospatial technology in Oman

Y has seen rapid uptake over the

, = > = past few years, and the future
seems even more promising

U"’JL—‘—‘” \AJ-\“ ol = = “ and replete with opportunities.
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The need of the hour is to
create a platform which can
bring together stakeholders to
share ideas and information
~and thus accelerate this
process. Geospatial Media and
Communications (formerly
known as GIS Development] is
dedicated to raising the profile
and expanding the horizons of the geospatial industry worldwide. As part of its
efforts to bridge the divide between various sections connected to geospatial
technology in Oman, Geospatial Media and Communications organised the Oman
Geospatial Forum 2014 in Muscat, Oman during 24th and 25th November, 2014.

The 2014 Oman Geospatial Forum took our engagement with the stakeholders to
the next level and built on our objective of propagating and promoting the significant
usage of geospatial technology as a tool that serves varied domains. The conference
was based on a carefully designed plan with plenary and technical sessions that
featured an array of celebrated speakers from around the globe. With its theme as
‘Enhancing Capacities for G-Governance’, the programme was successful in its
endeavourto bring out the tremendous significance of geospatial technology across
various verticals such as construction and infrastructure, utilities, environment
and natural resource management, city management, transportation, defence and
security etc.

OMGF 2014: Overview

Countries

Number of Organisations
Represented:

Participants Represented:
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Inaugural Session

Air Commodore Yaqoob Bin Saud Al Toobi, Head of National Survey Authority,
Oman, in his Opening Address briefed the attendees on how the National Survey
Authority has been actively participating in the promotion and propagation of
geospatial technologies in the Sultanate of Oman. He also elaborated on the
various projects being undertaken by the agency and how these projects have been
instrumental in the overall development and betterment of the country.

Sanjay Kumar, CEO, Geospatial Media and Communications gave a presentation
on the geospatial ecosystem and how Oman has been making steady progress over
the past few years. He also touched upon the key pillars of the Oman economy
and how geospatial technology has played a significant role in strengthening these
pillars.

Saleem Al Hashmi, Director of Geospatial Information, National Survey Authority
iIn his inaugural address touched upon the theme of the conference and the
various components of smart governance. Through detailed explanations of each
component, he explained how smart governance encompasses various components
such as smart utilities, environment ad natural resource management, smart
infrastructure development, efficient use of resources, imporved citizen services,
smart life for citizens and the development of future cities. He also outlined how
geospatial technology can help Oman to achieve smart governance.

Hassan Alawi Alghazali, Acting Director General, Directorate General of National
Spatial Data Infrastructure, NCSI, Oman talked about the various services provided
by NCSI and how it has been working towards creating the country’s spatial data
infrastructure. He also talked about the various projects taking placed at the
organisations.
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Plenary Session

SDI for Good Governance

Eng. Fuad Al Shannagq, Subject
Matter Expert, Directorate

General of National Spatial | Il 4 SPONSOR
Data Infrastructure, NCSI, \ f NAL CENTR
Oman talked about the crucial R A )

role of SDI to support good /

governance. He said that Today,
most government and public
authorities have to restructure
their organisations and align
their strategy to become
more open and accountable
and transparent in terms of
managing their resources,
projects and deliver better
services and such objectives
can only be accomplished by
using information based decisions where geospatial represents a very important
factor that will certainly support the process of good governance.

Carsten Roensdorf, Geospatial Data Advocate, Ordnance Survey International,
United Arab Emirates in his presentation titled 'Exploit your geodata to enable smart
cities and countries” outlined how the availability of high quality geographic data
enables cities, regions and countries to easily integrate information and to provide
new and improved services to citizen. The presentation introduced the concept
of smart cities and how geographic data and technology can be used to provide
services, optimise mobility and energy use and increase the competitiveness of a
city, region or country on a global level.

Rabeea Suleiman Al-Aghbari, SO1 Geographic Services, National Survey
Authority, Oman, in his presentation titled 'NSA Support for NSDI" said that the
National Survey Authority (NSA] has a full range of map production capabilities and
Is the sole authority responsible for the production and supply of Geospatial Data of
the Sultanate of Oman, hence it has the capacity to provide advises on all matters
regarding topographic mapping of the Sultanate and will endeavor to assist where
possible in the provision of maps, data, information services and expertise. He
said that the NSA is fully committed to provide these services within the bounds of
current policy and within the limits of the resources available to it.

- N\ s
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Plenary Session
Geospatial Technologies:
Present & the Future

Dr. Rao S. Ramayanam, Vice President
Sales, Middle East, Africa and South Asia,
URTHECAST gave a presentation on the
technical capabilities and offerings of
his organisation. He talked about vari-
ous ongoing and upcoming projects that
the company is involved with and how the
products offered by the company have
numerous potential applications of na-
tional interest.

Abdullah Al Balushi, General Manager,
Rolta Middle East, Oman, gave a presen-
tation titled NSDI: One Map for the Nation
- GeoCollaboration amongst Government
Entities. The presentation talked about
the how collaboration amongst various
government entities would provide im-
petus to the National Spatial Data Infra-
structure.

Hitham EL-Hussaieny, Regional Sales
Manager, Topcon Positioning Middle East
and Africa FZE also gave a presentation
on some of the latest advancements tak-
ing place in the field of geospatial tech-
nologies.
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Programme

Geospatially Enabled
Future Cities

Speakers
Oliver Boast, Regional Manager, Network Mapping, UK

Ibrahim Al Dabbas, Business Analyst, Directorate General of
National Spatial Data Infrastructure, NCSI, Oman

Ammar Almasri, Sr. Account Executive, HERE, UAE

Ahmed Naji, Geospatial Database Administrator, Directorate
General of National Spatial Data Infrastructure, NCSI

Bibhudatta Swain, Geomatics Analyst, National Survey
Authority, Oman

Dr. Oualid (Walid) Ben Ali, GIS Center Founder and Director,
University of Sharjah, UAE

Suad Ali Al-Jardani, NCSI, Oman

KEY OUTCOMES

> Buildings and Infrastructure industry is facing a lot of challenges

> Infrastructure operators are looking for intelligent solutions to respond to
these challenges

Geospatialtechnology can help us to optimise existing infrastructure, increase
efficiency, reduce operations costs, improve safety and reduce environment
burdens

Smart cities seek to address the challenges through instrumentation,
interconnection and intelligence

Smart Cities are the future in order to support population growth and urban
expansion in a sustainable manner

Location is a common denominator in every aspect of a smart city
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Session: Utilities & Natural

Resource Management

Speakers
Dr. Khaled El Nabbout, General Manager, Mena3D GmbH, Germany
Rami Hazime, Senior Regional Sales Manager, DigitalGlobe, UAE

Major (Eng) Mahfoodh Juma Al Araimi, SO2 Production Control and Projects
Manager, National Survey Authority, Oman

Bilal Al Busaidi, NSA, Oman

Mohammed Al Humimi, Asset Info & GIS Head Section, Rural Areas Electricity
Company, Oman

Manahil Nasser Hamdan Al Toobi, Sultan Qaboos University, Oman
Divi Venkatramana, GIS Specialist, Worley Parsons, Oman

KEY OUTCOMES

> Geospatial technology can help utility organisations to help reduce
their environmental footprint and aid in transmission planning, design,
construction, and maintenance

> GIS footprint is expanding at a relatively active pace into core business areas
such as enterprise resource planning, customer relationship management,
regulatory reporting etc.

> GIS is a KEY tool for Pipeline Management during construction,
commissioning and operation phase
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